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Special Edition 
Concordia's Debate on Human Sexualty 
By Kristi Loobeek 
Editor In Chief, The Sword 
It's a fair assump­
tion to say nothing lil<e this 
has ever been attempted 
by the Concordia student-
newspaper before. In this 
special edition Sword, our 
writers, columnists, and 
even a faculty member have 
contributed to the recent 
debate—"A continued dia­
logue: What does the Bible 
say about sexuality." We, 
as a paper, are excited to 
display the subtopics that 
are being discussed. The 
debate, in general, is a hot topic and I supported our 
writers to display that in their writing. Just as you have 
an opinion, so do some of the articles—you have been 
warned. 
sfn order to supplement the discussion, I took it 
upon myself to create a school-wide survey. The sur­
vey was five questions long and was sent out though 
my personal CSP email account to both students and 
faculty members. The survey was completely anony­
mous and optional. During the nine day time period 
the survey was open, it accumulated 287 responses. 
Of those who participated, 251 were students, whereas 
only 36 were faculty members. Displayed within the 
Human Interest section (pages /-lO), as well as 
Concordia Poll: Do you support gay marriage? 
Inside The Issue 
to the left, are graphs 
from the aforementioned 
survey. The graph on 
this page represents re­
sults from all participants 
when asked: "Do you 
support gay marriage?" 
At 50.9%, "Yes" was 
the very slight majority. 
As much as I would like 
to analyze the rest of 
the results (divided by 
respondent—students vs. 
faculty), I believe the 
graphs speak for them­
selves (they are surprising to say the least). Take 
a look on pages 8 and 9 and decide for yourself. 
Heterosexuality, homosexuality, and gay 
marriage/civil unions are all things we should, if 
not discussing, at least be educated in. Obviously, 
there are some topics that we did not have the 
space to cover. However, if you feel passionately 
about one of these topics, I encourage you to 
gather your thoughts, articulate your feelings into a 
column, and email them to us (sword@csp.edu). 
We will be looking to run a follow-up section if we 
get enough responses. So speak up, Concordia I 
This paper Is meant for you and we want to know 
how you feel I 




"It is not possible to choose who we ore attracted to or who we fall in love with. We 
can choose to be curious, to experiment, or to ignore that attraction or passion we 
feel towards another individual, but just as we may have darker or lighter skin, fe­
male or male equipment, a higher or lower voice, the fact of being gay, lesbian, or 
> 
bi-sexual is not a life-choice. It is not something to be fixed." (Amy Abrigo) 
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Dear students, faculty, and Concordia community members. 
Hope you are liaving/had a great Valentine's Day, every­
one! May secret admirers everywhere have the courage to send 
those flowers, candy, and love notes! And to all you cynics out 
there...maybe next year. 
But with all seriousness, this edition of The Sword includes 
something never tried before. As the Editor-in-Chief of a student-
run newspaper at a Lutheran university, I (as well as past editors) 
have found myself tip-toeing on more than one occasion when a 
sensitive subject was brought up within these pages. While I have 
no problem expressing my personal opinions in-person, when I put 
on my Editor hat I have a reputation and responsibility to uphold. 
Within this issue is a new section: Human Interest. It specifically 
focuses on sexuality—a previously unspoken taboo. These stories are not news: they contain 
unabashed opinion. While some of the articles read column-like, others are more subtle. The 
goal of this section was to inspire readers. If you feel strongly about an issue I want to hear 
from you. Did we miss something? Do you disagree with a stance? Do you more strongly agree 
than stated? As I said on the front page, I encourage you to gather your thoughts, articulate 
your feelings into a column, and email them to us (sword(g)csp.edu). - o r.;.-
THIS PAPER IS A STUDENT PUBLICATION NOT AN OFflCIAL CONCORDIA 
PUBLICATION AND THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE NOT NECESSARILY THAT OF THE 
UNIVERSITY, BUT OF THE WRITERS AND STAFF INVOLVED IN THE PUBLICATION 
Best Wishes, 
Kristi Loobeek 
Editor in Chief, The Sword 
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Febmary 2013 NEWS 
Bendicion 
„ . A Recap Of 
By Anna Paulson 
Picture a fenced-in domn witfi a guard stand­
ing watch outside. Bugs and mice scurry past. Ten 
Concordia students and two leaders arrive in an open-
back truck, glimpsing the stars in the midnight sky. 
From Jan. 1-13 , the Concordia service team left their 
comfort zones to serve in Nicaragua. The team worked 
with New Song Mission, a Christ-centered organization 
that provides local people with opportunities for spiritual 
and educational growth. Some of New Song's many 
programs Include church services, small business loans, 
a health clinic, and child sponsorship. 
Despite the heat and humidity, Concordia's 
team constructed a trench to provide one of New 
Song's ministry buildings with running water. In addi­
tion, they taught children English, and in the process 
the children also gave them Spanish lessons. "It was 
funny," said senior Bobby Lowery . "The kids were 
ten times better at English than we were at Spanish." 
The team also led Sunday school in a neighboring 
village. "There were about fifteen kids, and they each 
brought their own plastic chair," explains freshman 
Tayler Duncan. "We sang a song together, than read 
Psalm 47 In Spanish and English. For the art project, 
we had the kids dip their hands in paint and make a 
treetop with their handprint. The roots that came down 
represent God being our roots. On the bottom of their 
projects we wrote, 'God is our refuge and strength.'" 
When asked what surprised them about Nica-
The Nicaraquo Service Trip 
ragua, Lowery and Duncan responded that they were 
surprised at the similarities between Nrcaraguan and 
American culture. "The youth are jokesters, scHnettiing 
I can relate to," says Lowery. "A lot of ttie same 
things go on over there as do here. The main dif­
ference is how they take care of each otfier as a 
community. Most of them come from nothing, but they 
share whatever they have." A few natives in particxilar 
left an Impression on the two students. "There was 
this really old lady," Duncan explains. "I don't even 
know her name, but she was adorable and so sweet. 
During a prayer service, she just hugged me and 
cried, speaking all In Spanish." Lowery rememtiers a 
man named Gato, who selflessly provides for his large 
family without any complaint, and Emerson, who tumed 
from gang violence to walk in faith with the Lord. 
As a Concordia service trip veteran, Lowery 
says, "The most rewarding part of these trips for me 
Is just getting the opportunity to serve and help out. 
The people are so appreciative." Duncan erKX)urages 
anyone thinking about going on a mission trip to not 
hang back. "Experience ail that you can!" she en­
thuses. When asked if she would like to go t)adc to 
Nicaragua, Duncan's eyes light up. "I wouM tove to 
go back!" she says. It is clear that ttie blessings of 
this trip, for t)oth the Concxirdia team and Nicaraguan 
natives, will be lasting. 
"Wh-en In Rome - "h s..;-..; 
Concordia Students And Faculty Travel To Italy . i,,., . " 
By Jay Weiler 
Ten students and two facnjity memt)ers spent the second half of 
their winter break touring Italy. The expedition, led by Professors Eric 
Dregni and Cate Vermeland, was designed to allow students to examine 
how literature, writing, and art have been influenced by Italian culture 
throughout its history. 
The group explored three Italian cities over the (X)urse of their 
ten-day trip. The first five days of the trip were spent in Rome, and 
devoted to sight-seeing historical architectures like the Colosseum and 
the Roman Forum. Walking through Rome inspired feelings of awe for 
junior Mandie Goneau. "You're walking on roads that are literally thou­
sands of years old," Goneau says. "They give you the impression of 
being infinite and Insignificant at the same time. 
After leaving Rome, the group travelled next to Florence. "Flor­
ence was definitely my favorite city," sophomore Kyle Lohman explains. 
"It was beautiful; It's like Rome, but quiet, clean, and peaceful." Much 
like in Rome, the group toured the city and experienced its unique 
charms. 
While in Florence, students had the opportunity to take a day-trip 
to Venice. Venice is quite different than many other Italian cities, with 
canals and gondolas replacing streets and cars. Walking through Venice 
was a highlight for many students, as the strucrture of previous days 
yielded to free exploration of the city. 
The whole trip was not simply sight-seeing. Each student was 
able to get course credit tor comtMnation of literature^ writing, or-
art classes. As part of this requirement, students kept journals as tfiey 
travelled through each city—a task that seemed t^ious to many students, 
but will provide great reflection of their experiences in the future. 
The extra writing did nothing to dampen the overall po^tive feel­
ings the students had about the trip. "It's really hard to sum up the 
experience in words," Goneau says. "Travelling to anotiier countiy made 
me realize that there is so much out there other than what i know. 




Student Senate Update 
By Nicole Zastrow 
Every Wednesday, at 
8 p.m., a group of students 
gather in Music Building 
room 124. They are the 
Student Senate, and repre­
sent the voices of student's 
on-campus. This year there 
is a very diverse group of 
students representing, in­
cluding Bethany Brandvold, 
Blottie Dickens, Emily Eck-
lund, Josh Eckstein, Dan! 
Ferhman, Brandon Harris, 
Moses Huerta, Thanos Keo-
maniphone, Abby Landes, Marcel 
Malekebu, Samantha McClanahan, 
Daniel Ondov, Ren Souvannasoth, Der 
Thao, Tasha White, and Steph Wilde. The senators are working very 
hard to address student concerns. 
Last semester they approved a new club (Zumba), made 
changes to the Student Association constitution and by-laws, and worked 
with Faculty Senate to address student concerns to the proposed changes 
to the daily schedule. This semester they are looking to tackle issues 
such as the power outlets in Meyer Hall, a smoke-free campus, and a 
bike storage facility. 
Student Senate is open to hearing any student concerns or ideas. 
The meetings are open to any and all students. Positions are still 
available as well I Please email studentsenate@csp.edu or call or text 
612-424-1893. 
Picking Cotton 
An Evening with Jennifer Thompson-Cannino & Ronald Cotton 
By Jessica Leatherman 
Students, faculty, and staff will get the chance to meet the 
authors of Concordia's book of the year Picking Cotton. Jennifer 
Thompson-Cannino and Ronald Cotton will be at Concordia Univer­
sity Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 7pm. The event will take place in the 
Buetow Music Center Auditorium. The authors the events and friend­
ship that led to the creation of the book. If you have not yet read 
Picking Cotton, you can pick up a copy at the Concordia Bookstore. 
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Febmary 2013 news 
Class Schedule To Change In 2013 
Faculty Say New Schedule Will Reduce Course Conflicts 
By Jay Weiler 
The tuition reset is not the only significant change that Concordia 
students will see next year. Starting next semester, classes at Concordia 
will shift from a horizontal class schedule to a blocked schedule. 
The new model passed by the Faculty Senate contains eleven 
time slots for classes. All classes will take place in one of these eleven 
slots with selected times for meetings and labs (see figure). 
•Four-credit classes will meet for 65 minutes of the slot on Mon/ 
Wed/Fri or 90 minutes of the slot on Tue/Thu. 
•Three-credit classes will meet for 50 minutes of the slot on 
Mon/Wed/Fri or 75 minutes of the slot on Tue/Thu. 
•Two- and one-credit classes will be expected to find a "sister" 
class to occupy the corresponding block on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
•Advanced science and art courses requiring labs will be able to 
hold their lectures on Mon/Wed/Fri, and meet for the corresponding lab 
period on either Tuesday or Thursday. 
A number of issues led to the proposed schedule change. The 
largest problem with the current model of scheduling is that there is ^ 
distinct shortage of classroom space during the 9 a.m., 10 a.m., and 
1 p.m. class periods. Additionally, many classes were not conforming 
tp the schedule which led to overlapping periods and increased course 
conflicts. 
The new schedule increases the number of time slots overall, 
allows for more class periods before sports practices and music rehears­
1 C «« it. 
als, eliminates overlapping classes, and facilitates in efficiently using all 
classrooms throughout the week. 
The proposed change caused immediate concern among the Stu­
dent Senate, who felt that the proposal contained a handful of flaws. 
In a document adopted on Nov. 28, 2012, the Student Senate lists a 
number of concerns that they find with the proposed schedule. Among 
these concerns are the loss of class time for four-credit classes, a de­
creased number of available meeting times, and the potential for students 
to be unable to both attend morning worship and eat lunch. 
Student Body President Kyle Sorkness feels that placing meeting times 
during sports and performing arts activities will be especially detrimental 
to involvement on campus. "While the proposed changes will fix the 
classroom shortage problem, we are concerned that they will still have 
some negative effects on students," Sorkness said. "Making it even 
harder for students to be a part of things will probably not be good for 
the university as a whole." 
Despite the concerns, the new schedule will alleviate the issues it 
was meant to resolve. Undergraduate Academic Policies Committee Chair 
Dr. Mark Schuler sees the upside outweighing any potential negatives. 
"It gets rid of overlapping, it allows us to stop holding classes in odd 
rooms, and it is an advantage to grow many programs," Dr. Schuler 
said. "All of these are significant things that need to happen if enroll­
ment is to increase." 
y- s* ^ . 
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1 . Coming Together As a Team 
' ' . Hanson and Lady Bears Continue to Grow and Win 
By Jalifr Loftus 
It has been, without a doubt, a good season 
for the Concordia wwnen's basketball team, as well 
as junior point-guard Rachel Hansen (#11). Hav­
ing already surpassed their win total of 11 from last 
season, Hansen said the reason for the improvement 
has been, "We have come together as a team, 
believing in ourselves and each other. With another 
year experience and some key additions this year, 
a positive attitude has developed, leading to major 
improvements." Hansen has a point, considering last 
year Concordia had one of the youngest teams in 
the NSIC, the starters including two freshmen, two 
sophomores (including Hansen) and one junior for 
most of the season. Although Hansen had a good 
season that year, she is focused more on the cur­
rent season and winning more games, "Last year 
is in the past, and our focus is week to week and 
what we can do to keep improving throughout the 
season and keep winning." 
Being the starting point guard is a major 
responsibility, of which Hansen has thanked the 
players before her for helping her grow. "Being able 
Olstad Grows Through Adversity 
Cole Olstad Continues to Make a Name for Himself in Men's Basketball 
Olstad would like to see himself as a team player who can do 
multiple things on the court to help his team. And he has certainly 
moved closer to that role, he is near the top of the tear^jQ founds 
this year, is second In scoring, and leads it In steals^ ne^ Im­
prove on getting my shots off with a quicker release because defensive 
players at this level are really good and there Is no such thing as an 
open shot," Olstad pointed out. "My overall condition has Improved but 
it still needs to be much better." 
Cole, however. Isn't the only Olstad on the roster, his older 
brother Clay Is also on the team. "It is great to be at college with 
my brother," said the younger of the two. He continued "This was 
one of the main reasons I selected Concordia. My brother and I have 
been playing basketball and other sports together since third grade." 
In fact, the Olstad family seems to have basketball In their veins, his 
older sisters, Candace and Kali, made their marks playing basketball for 
Concordia years back. But as of now. Cole is focusing on finishing 
the season strong and continuing to grow as a player. And though the 
season Is a disappointing one for Concordia, Olstad has found some 
positives. "It Is very frustrating to experience this type of disappoint­
ing season but I am still enjoying my time at college with my brother. 
Clay and my teammates." As for the rest of the season, Olstad said 
"I would like to win at least five (rf ttie last eight games and hope our 
team can try to nnake each other t)ettor and win some games." 
to play as a freshman with experienced senior 
guards allowed me to gain college experience 
with key leadership," said Hansen. "That has 
helped me as a sophomore and now a Junior 
to gain game experience, that, and working 
hard and getting stronger in the offseason." 
As of her strengths as a player at her posi­
tion, Hansen said, "I feel that some of my 
strengths include, court vision, ball handling 
skills, passing, and finding lanes to drive the 
basket." And Rachel seems to be equally 
successful in her studies, seeing that she 
was named Academic AII-NSIC last season. 
"Education is very important to me," exclaimed 
Hansen. "And being a student-athlete teaches 
you the importance and discipline to use time 
wisely so that you can be successful on the 
court and in the classroom." Rachel and her 
teammates, more than likely, hope to continue 
their winning ways to the end of the sea­
son and into the NSIC Tournament, and from 
there, well, the sky's the limit. Pboto By Lifetoucb 
By Jake Loftus 
It's been a tough season 
for Concordia's men's basketball 
team, and it seems unlikely that 
coach Kelly Bo's young team 
will be making the NSIC Tour­
nament this season. Though, in 
a season of hardships, people 
can still appreciate the effort 
these young student-athletes 
put into each game. That is 
especially true for sophomore 
guard Cole Olstad, The second 
year native of Elgin, Minn, is 
having a career season after 
a stellar freshman season last 
year. Olstad himself has noticed 
his steady Improvement, "I feel 
I have Improved in my overall 
strength and my ability to take 
it stronger to the basket off 
FbataByjmwiuuam the dribble and have gotten a 
quidcer shot," Olstad explained. He continued "I also believe I am a 
better defensive player this year mentally and physically and I've become 
more confident ^ a player arKl comfortable on the court." 
HUMAN JNTEREST ^ TEE sworn 
A Unique Perspective 
Undergrad Student Amy Abrigo's Opening Speech on Nov. 7 Convocation Panel Reads Below: 
First of all, let me just state that we are not up here to change 
anyone, change minds, or declare some sort of political stance for 
Concordia, we're not here to tell what's right, what's wrong, etc. This 
is not about starting an LGBT [Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender] 
support group or club, because Concordia may or may not be ready for 
that. This is, like President Ries said, about starting the conversation; 
to broaden minds and enlighten perspectives. To say, this is something 
that needs to be talked about. This is something that is okay to bring 
up on-campus. This may not be something that Concordia as a Uni­
versity supports, but Concordia supports conversation, love, and passion 
for other people. 
I'm up here because I like Concordia's promise statement and 
hope that we can truly live up to it as a university. I'm worried that all 
the talk about 'Christ is honored, all are welcome' won't translate to any 
action. This is especially true, and sometimes hard to discuss, when it 
comes to people on this campus who are gay, bi-sexual, lesbian, and/ 
or transgender - whether we can see it or not. 
I was raised with two moms. My biological mom was artificially 
inseminated, which, for anyone who doesn't know, in layman's terms, 
means they planted a little Amy seed inside of her through surgery. We 
didn't know who my biological father was, but that was all part of the 
procedure. I was okay with that. Now I could sit here and talk about 
how awkward father-daughter events were, how my mom had to lie to 
me saying that Troy Aikman, a football star, was my dad before I was 
old enough to understand why I didn't have one. I could talk about how 
my other mom had to be documented at school as a 'family friend' 
instead of a 'Parental Guardian' even though she helped raise me since 
birth. I could talk about why my mother always came alone to parent 
nights, or why my second mother couldn't visit me in the hospital. But 
the point is, though I was raised a little differently, it does not mean 
my mother didn't do her best to show me love like any other mother 
would. My mom is the only person in the world who I believe when 
she says she will love me no matter what I do. 
Now, because of this, it is offensive when some people refer to 
homosexuality as something that is to be fixed, as if people who love 
someone of the same sex are infested with tumors that are waiting to 
burst forth. 
It is not possible to choose who we are attracted to or who we 
fall in love with. We can choose to be curious, to experiment, or to 
ignore that attraction or passion we feel towards another individual, but 
just as we may have darker or lighter skin, female or male equipment, 
a higher or lower voice, the fact of being gay, lesbian, or bi-sexual is 
not a life-choice. It is not something to be fixed. 
So what particular interest do 1 have in this subject? 
I am interested as an ally, as a student, and as a daughter to see 
where this conversation takes us, where it takes Concordia, and what 
stories will soon be told as we realize just how real this issue is. These 
difficult topics, about homo and heterosexuality are things we need to 
bring up. This is a university that intends to prepare students for the 
real world, and if we sweep the topic of LGBT and sexual congress 
under the table, just how prepared are our students going to be when 
they step off of this campus? 
Opinion: Minnesota Freedom to Marry Day 
By Samantha R. Huet 
Nov. 6, 2012 marked an im 
portant day in history for same-sex 
marriage supporters and proved that love 
far more pi6werful than our government. 
Rejoicing was in order after Amendment 
1—legislation that would have made it 
near impossible for gay marriage to 
ever be legalized—was defeated by 
52% of Minnesotans voting against 
it. The principal group against the 
proposed amendment was Minnesotans 
United for All Families. With supporters 
such as Governor Mark Dayton, Senator 
Scott Dibble, and President Barack Obama, 
Amendment 1 being denied was just the 
foundation for the group and they are choos­
ing to mobilize their efforts for marriage equality. 
On Feb. 14 (Minnesota Freedom to Marry Day), 
protestors will gather outside of the state capitol in 
a plea to be ^eard by state legislation. Here we are, 
living in the midst of what will someday be an incredible 
moment in history. 
Minnesotans United is now at an advantage. Dean 
Debnam, president of Public Policy Polling explained, "Minne-
Feb. 14 Has A Whole New Meaning 
MINNESOTANS UNITED/-ALL FAMILIES 
sota's marriage equality advocates are 
in a strong starting position if they de­
cide to push to allow gay marriage." The 
most controversial argument against gay 
marriage is that, "thousands of other 
Minnesotans believe in God's design 
for marriage between one man and 
one woman," stated a member of 
Minnesota Family Council. This will 
be Minnesotans United's biggest rivalry 
throughout the debate. Those against 
gay marriage have formed a project 
called "Minnesota Worldview Leader­
ship Project," which has been advocating 
against same-sex marriage since 2011. 
Minnesotans United has chosen to tar­
get family-friendly events to do their promoting. 
They will be setting up a booth at the 2013 
Minnesota State Fair where they predict to reach 
their biggest audience to date. To those who choose 
to be oblivious, or simply wait for a solution - let's 
raise our voices and be a part of the change. To see more 
information about Freedom to Marry Day visit: mnunited.org. 
'• -i - i . 
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. HUMAN INTEREST 
Special Edition: 
Homosexuality And 
Heterosexuality In The Context Of 
the Christian Gospel 
A Dialogue on Sex at Concordia 
By Jessica Leatherman 
On Nov. 7 Concordia University, St. Paul experienced something that it had not in the 
past; a discussion with panel members that were speaking on homosexuality and heterosexu­
ality in the context of the Christian gospel. The panel included student Amy Abrigo, English 
professor Matt Ryan, and Director of Hoffmann Institute Dr. Rev. Mark Press, discussing 
their personal experiences with homosexuality and the Christian campus. President Tom Ries 
opened the discussion by stating, "Sexuality is a topic that is often difficult to discuss. At 
Concordia, we have a marvelous opportunity to have that discussion in the context of the 
Christian Gospel, a context often not available at other universities. This convocation was a 
first attempt to model a dialogue on the topic on our campus, and I anticipate that it will 
spur many more such discussions in the future." 
• "We can choose to be curious, to experiment, or to ignore that attraction or passion 
we feel towards another individual, but just as we may have darker or lighter skin, female 
or male equipment, a higher or lower voice, the fact of being gay, lesbian, or bi-sexual is 
not a life-choice. It is not something to be fixed." (Amy Abrigo) 
• "When diversity of viewpoint is celebrated, it becomes apparent that although not 
everyone has the same beliefs and customs, all good people have decency as one of their 
core values. If everyone at Concordia continues to practice decency, then Concordia will live 
up to its promise that all are truly welcome." (Matt Ryan) 
• "Of all the topics that [the] church has dealt with (or decided not to deal with), 
homosexuality is one of the toughest. Our sexuality speaks to the deepest and most cen­
tral part of who we are as man and woman...It is my hope that our conversations here at 
Concordia will assist each of us to live in God-pleasing ways, as people who have leamed 
through His forgiveness to live as servants of those around us." (Mark Press) 
A Biblical View on Sexuality 
The Continuing Dialogue on Sex at Concordia 
By Alicia Eckman 
On Jan. 16 students, faculty, and a few alumni were treated to the second installment 
of the ongoing discussion of sex at Concordia. The second convocation, "A Biblical View on 
Sexuality," presented by President Tom Ries, was a continuation from the first convocation 
that occurred Nov. 7. The president opened his presentation by repeating what was heard 
back in November: "We have the opportunity, and are very lucky, for a great discussion at 
Concordia." 
Ries outlined his 'agenda' for the discussion highlighting four key points of his talk: 
the Law and Gospel, God's design for sex, homosexuality, and what does it mean for us. 
Ries stressed the fact that, "There is no topic or question out of bounds here [at Concor­
dia]." 
To support his (and Concordia's) belief of the design of sex, Ries stated Genesis 
2:24-25. These verses state four specific criteria in God's design of sex: 1) Sex was de­
signed to be between a man and a woman 2) Sex was designed for marriage only 3) Sex 
was designed for adults 4) Sex was intended to be a good thing. This criteria describes 
appropriate sexual activity, the president emphasized. Another piece of scripture Ries dis­
cussed was the entire book of Song of Solomon, exclaiming it was an "erotic love poem" 
about the beauty of sexuality and encouraged all to read it. His focus for this scripture was 
to point out the "grace of God runs through sex," supporting his claim that there are no 
questions or topics out of bounds at Concordia because the grace of God provides a "safe 
Concordi£ 
c 
Student Survey Results 
Do you support civil unions of homosexual couples? 
Left (democrat) Right (republican) 
Far Left (liberal) Center Far Right (conservative) 
Do you support gay marriage? 
Yes No 
To the t»est of your ability. Identify where on the po­
litical scale you see yourself? 
Left (democrat) Right (republican ) 
Far Left (liberal) Center Far Right (conservative) 
HUMAN INTEREST , 
's Continuing Discussion 
Faculty Survey Results 
Do you support dvll unions of homosexual couples? 
In your opinion, where do you feel Concordia Universi­
ty, St. Paul, as a whole, lands on the political scale? 
Left (democrat) Right (republKan) 
Far Left (RMral) Cen^ Far Ri^ (conservative) 
Do you support gay maniage? 
Yes No 
To the best of your ability. Identify where on the po-
Ifdcal scale you see yourself? 
Left (denrmcrat) Right (repulXic^) 
Far Left (liberal) Center Far Right (conservative) 
context within which we can discuss our sexuality." 
Finally, the reason for the discussion was approached: homosexuality. Ries stated 
there were eleven passages in the Bible that referenced homosexuality. He specifically high­
lighted Romans 1:18-27, where it explains that humanity had failed to follow the Law and 
Gospel and claimed "committed the ultimate failure by committing sexual acts with the same 
gender, not the way it was created." There was mention of a few other verses that stated 
homosexuality, yet this key point in the presentation was much shorter than the rest, as the 
president moved on to talk about what all this meant to Concordia. 
To wrap up the presentation, the president reiterated points that supported the belief 
of Concordia: 
•Sex is a good thing, as long as it is between a man and a woman. 
•Sinful nature corrupted human's ability to use God's gift according to good design 
•Grace provides a 'safe context' within which we can discuss our sexuality 
To close Ries stated: "Concordia hopes to find a 'paradigm' in which Christ can be honored 
and all are welcome. Everyone has their right to express their opinion on topics as well as 
hear others." 
Yet, is this discussion significant at Concordia? Homosexuality is. not a new fad in 
society, so shouldn't this discussion have taken place 30 years earlier when it was a more 
prominent issue in society? How much influence did the previous election have on sparking 
this discussion? Lastly, should this discussion continue here at Concordia? 
Opinion: Five Years 
By Corey Ledin 
"It's in the Bible," wrote one classmate. F*gs belong in Hell," her friend said, 
continuing with "It's Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve." Now, I cannot say I remember 
their exact words, but it was something to that degree. Basically any cliche and wow-how-
did-they-come-up-with-that-one insult I've never, ever heard before was written on my 
peer-reviewed paper about gay rights freshman year. Yep. I nominate these students as 
Welcoming Committee of the Year. 
Five years ago: Concordia was a different place. 
Fresh out of high school, not at all ready to admit my sexuality to anyone—much 
less myself, I was beginning to understand how hostile the world was. Never once did it 
occur to me that I would get a glimpse at this sight first hand. I bet you're wondering at 
this point how I realized I was gay. All you heteros want to ask. Admit it. Well, I remember 
telling myself senior year of high school, finally saying it out loud. I no longer made up lies 
for why I thought some guy had la great jawline. I thought telling others in college would 
be easier, but I didn't like the uglj^ sight I saw. While I eventually let people know, I never 
liked to talk about it. Not here. 
Eventually, I got used to the view at Concordia and averted myself from religion 
in some aspects. The view became comfortable—stagnant even. It was not until my fifth 
year of college (super senior all the way I ) that I understood the dramatic turn around that 
unfolded before me. It took an entire political campaign to make me realize where people 
stood at this school. 
Looking back, I spent a lot of time traveling these halls either dodging the professor 
whose class I skipped earlier that day or waving at that student who calls me by name, but 
I've never known his/her name in all my years. That's not to say I don't know things. I 
have an excellent gay-dar, and, boy, Concordia is filled with what I call secret gays. I'm 
serious. Do you see that boy to the left wearing the t-shirt--gay. 
Gayer than gay. 
Ha! Now, someone thinks YOU'RE gay! 
Okay, so I may not have 20/20 vision with that sort of thing, but I cannot tell you 
the amount of people who have come out to me in the development of five years. Someone 
once asked (long ago) if 1 was gay; proceeded to try, painfully, to flirt with me; and when 
I asked how he dealt with his situation, he cussed me out for thinking he was gay. . . , 
he asked me out the next week. 
I think he's doing well. Bless his closeted heart. 
^ HUMAN INTEREST 
Five Years Continued 
Now, I can confidently say--yikes--that the gay population here 
is much more willing to fess up to their sexuality today. They're willing 
to do it proudly I might add. Five years ago I wouldn't be writing this 
article. Five years ago there wouldn't be a GSA [Gay, Straight Alliance] 
on campus. Five years ago I wouldn't have seen forty students in "Vote 
No" shirts pose for a picture supporting equal rights. 
Let my people many! Okay, rant finished. 
Anyway, Concordia has evolved into something imore than a place 
for secret gays (LESBIANS TOO I) to sit quietly in their own secret 
filth. That homophobic waft that once drifted out of Wollager just 
smells like man sauce now. I can leave Concordia knowing now that 
it has been a progressive five years. And that is sooo ga—HETERO! 
Opinion: Reflection on the recent convocation on 
Sexuality in the context of the Christian Gospel 
By Nathan Rinne, Concordia Librarian 
I realize that in the aftermath of this event - and the recent 
election as well - the hopes of those advocating for increased acceptance 
of "gay-friendly" viewpoints at Concordia is probably quite high. If this 
is you I hope that you might take a moment to hear the view of one 
who found the event to be disappointing and discouraging. To me, most 
of what was said seemed overly emotional and was deficient in the kind 
of rational discussion that befits a university - especially a university that 
was founded, and remains rooted, in the Word of God. 
Please understand, I want as many students with homosexual 
inclinations to be at Concordia as possible! I also want Concordia to 
be a place where the bullying of such students is utterly condemned. 
As the father of five young boys, I will teach them to show genuine 
kindness towards all people - whoever they are. As Christians, we not 
only must do this - we are to delight in doing this. 
That said, I also want Concordia to remain what it is - that is, 
a university that follows in the historic train of the orthodox Christian 
faith - which means upholding the Scriptures that were delivered to us 
by the Apostles who were taught and called by Jesus Christ. 
One of the frustrating things about a discussion like this is that, 
as regards the Christian faith, the issue of homosexuality is simply not a 
focus - even though today many seem to think it is. I have probably 
heard my pastors talk about homosexual activity from the pulpit less than 
five times in my entire life (inevitably when the text specifically mentions 
it). Yet, whenever a conversation like this happens, many persons get 
the impression that the Church is "obsessing over sexual issues". 
The Church does have rather clear teachings and boundaries 3s 
regardsi Issues of sexuality, but if we are to be "obsessed" about any­
thing, it is upholding the authority of the Scriptures - of the faith once 
delivered to the saints. We long to be faithful to the teachings of our 
Lord, for He bled and died not only for our sins, but for the sins of the 
whole world. Our concern should be that all find their ultimate personal 
identity in the crucified God-man, Jesus Christ - not in human sexuality. 
Really, I would much rather be talking about Jesus' rescue of the whole 
world from death, the devil, and, of course, our sin. I would rather 
talk ad nauseum about how when we call "sin" what God calls "sin", 
we are to immediately call "grace" what God calls "grace". And not 
only to freely receive it for ourselves, but also that we might eagerly 
give it to our neighbors.... This is what Christianity means to me, and 
has meant for countless generations of Christians. 
In any case, homosexual activity is one of those things the Scrip­
tures call "sin." So is all sexual activity outside of marriage by the 
way - "committed" cohabitation (oxymoron) included. The same goes 
for divorces enacted for reasons other than adultery. In each of these 
cases, we obviously can't sensibly talk about persons gladly embracing 
forgiveness where there is no corresponding repentance. After all, why 
is forgiveness needed if there is no wrongdoing? 
The mission of organizations like the Gay-Straight Alliance, who 
some would like to see on campus, is to "educate the school community 
about homophobia [and] transphobia". I for one, do not see how the 
University can possibly endorse such a group on campus. Those who 
believe the Scriptures not only contain but are the Word of God realize 
that they can't, in good conscience, encourage views that are contrary 
to its teachings. Written passages from the New Testament like Romans 
1, even understood in their original context, are simply too clear to be 
denied (for those disagreeing here, please stick with rfie for the rest of 
what I want to say...) 
All this said, there should be plenty of opportunities for robust 
conversations about topics such as these at Concordia. For example, 
students should be able to write papers and give speeches on this 
topic, arguing either for or against it - without recrimination (I must 
admit, I was very puzzled when one professor told me he did not let 
his students write their persuasive paper on the issue of abortion. If I 
recall, he said this was because the topic gets discussed too much, or 
something to this effect). 
At the same time, those professors at Concordia who are Chris­
tians ought to be concerned to make clear not only what the Scriptures 
say about this issue, but also not be afraid to encourage persons to 
look at the variety of social and scientific studies that have been done. 
Many times, the popular accounts echoed in the media do not accurately 
reflect the complex realities the studies speak to. 
If there are some faculty who wish to be identified as Christian 
who are nevertheless convinced that the Church's historic interpretations 
of Scriptural passages that deal with this issue are incorrect - and 
desire to share this in their classes as this seems appropriate - they 
should also be willing to find the best defenses of the traditional views 
to share with their class as well. As I recently wrote in a paper for 
pre-seminary students: "We have nothing to fear from a robust con­
versation with the world." But this presumes that we are actually talking 
about a conversation! 
Overall though, I think the fact that the Christian church has 
historically seen this as a "closed question" needs to be acknowledged 
as well. If homosexual activity is indeed a sin, this makes sense of 
course. We don't approach the issue of adultery as if it is an "open 
question.". 
But it this position really disturbs you, just keep this in mind: 
just because your conversation partner seems rather intransigent, it does 
not mean either that they can't be civil (and even your friend! ) or 
that either side should think that they have nothing to learn from the 
disagreement. This truth, sadly, is often missed. 
Let me say for the record that I am pleased to have friends and ac­
quaintances who defend and do things I believe are contrary to God's 
will. These people know that even though I cannot condone their views 
or behavior, I continue to genuinely care about them (seems I do 
something similar with my kids all the time). 
Can you say the same thing? Whether you say "yes" or "no", 
let's have a coffee together. I'll buy. 
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Football Team Adds New Coach 
Todd Strop 
By 
Todd Strop was bom and rased 
in Northwestern Wisconsin arid been 
coaciring football since 1992. Coachirtg 
only two and a half weeks as defense 
coordinator here at Concordia University 
he proclaims that we're in for a re^ 
treat this football season. Strop has been 
coaching football for 20 years and says 
his passion for the game feels like new 
every time he's on the field. He enjoys 
the great new challenges and hard work 
that comes along with coaching. Coach 
Strop's past career was spent coaching 
as defense coordinator for the University 
of Minnesota Duluth, head coach at tfve 
University of Wisconsin Stout and defen­
sive coordinator at the University of South Dakota. 
Strop says he has a lot of experience to offer this year and 
can confidently say that his defensive line will deliver strong aggressive 
plays. Especially with his two most expansive, high skilled level defense 
players (Zach Moore #90 and Chris Campbell #74), Coach Strop says 
we can expect wins this season. Although Strop has only been coaching 
here a veiy short period of time, he has had the great opportunity to 
work with skilled, motivated and ready to win athletes, as he calls our 
lootteH players here at Concordia. So far Strop says he can see the 
players are excited to be coached and are very hard working young men. 
Strop plans on building good relationships with the players and through 
disciplirw, hard work, and aggressive practices guarantees a season filled 
with high skilled players.The most exciting outlook about coaching. Strop 
says, for him is doing the same thing now he loved doing when he 
was 5 years old. Originally wanting to be a professional football player, 
Todd enjoys his career as a football coach simply because it is the 
game that he loves the most. When coach Strop is not coaching and 
has down time, he enjoys water skiing at Blueberry Lake in Wisconsin. 
As a father of three he also enjoys spending time with his children and 
being involved with their sports as well. To motivate his players coach 
Strop likes to use his favorite quote, "Winning is not a sometime thing, 
it's an all-the-time thing". 
Golden Bear Baseball 
Key Player To Watch: Greg Larpenter 
By Savannah Nolen 
Greg Larpenter was named a key 
player to watch for the 2013 baseball 
season, as voted by the Northern Sun 
Intercollegiate Conference head baseball 
coaches. This is an impressive honor for 
Larpenter as this is only his second year 
with the Golden Bears—having previously 
transferred in as a junior for the 2012 
season. This honor comes as no surprise 
to his teammates, as Larpenter is known 
among his teammates as being, "The guy 
on the team that everybody looks up to," 
according to senior teammate. Griff Kilber. 
Senior first baseman, David Hines explains 
Larpenter as being, "Someone who puts 
in more than most players." Hines con­
tinued by stating, "Everyday he gets better at something because he 
not only works hard at practice, but he works even harder outside of 
practice." This statement can be proven to be true based off of Lar-
penter's impressive results from the 2012 season. He played error-free 
baset>alt, earning him ABCA/Rawlings and NSIC Gold Glove Honors, 
making him one of only three outfielders that the honor is awarded 
to. Larpenter previously led the Golden Bears with six sacrifice bunts, 
atKi notched himself in at the second spot on the team with 39 runs 
scored and nrost doubles on the team at 17, with two triples as well. 
As humble as he is talented, Larpenter explains that his skills come 
from putting in more work than what is expected of him. "Going to 
practice every day isn't enough. By the time we start hitting, espe­
cially in the winter you maytie get 30 swings at practice. You have to 
go into the pole bam and swing on your own as well as the weight 
room." He explains, "I am far from being one of the best players in 
the conference, but it is all about putting the work in." 
Putting in that extra work is what put him as one of the key 
players to watch for the upcoming Golden Bear baseball season, and 
what w9 hopefully contribute to another winning season for the team. 
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Warts and variety 
Student Spotlight: Music 
Joseph Cossetta w ̂  By Hayley Bahnemann 
If you look at any music major it is hard to imagine them trying 
to do something other than music but, for one music ma­
jor this was not always the case. Joseph Cossetta, 
a senior Instrumental/Vocal Music Education 
major here at Concordia originally wanted to 
be a lawyer. He changed his decision as 
a freshman at Academy of Holy Angels 
when his band director showed him 
a new way to appreciate music and 
how to become passionate about it. 
Even before he decided to 
make that his major, he had been 
playing music. He has played per­
cussion for 12 years, the accordion 
for four years, and been singing for 
five years. After he discovered this 
new found enjoyment of music he has 
not stopped playing. Being involved in al 
most every ensemble offered here at campus 
is proof of this. Cossetta has been a member of 
theater for one year, Christus Chorus for one year, 
Jubilate Choir for three years. Jazz Band for four years, 
Concert Band for four years, Handbell Ensemble for three and a half 
years, and Percussion Ensemble for four years. 
Music plays a large role in his life outside of school as well. 
When he is not performing as a historical re-enactor and interpreter at 
Historic Fort Snelling he can be heard playing trumpet, ac­
cordion, and percussion in the band entitled: After the 
Credits; instructing percussion at Henry Sibley High 
School; as a member of the Next Generation 
Drumline; and composing music on the side. 
With all these ensembles come 
many concerts and if you want to see 
Cossetta in action you will have plenty 
of opportunities. He will be conducting a 
Concert Band piece at the ensemble's 
concert on Friday, April 12, performing 
in the Handbell Ensemble concert on 
April 27, Percussion Ensemble on April 
28, and as a member of the Jazz En­
semble in the concert on May 3. When 
talking about all of the concerts he has 
coming up Cossetta mentioned a quote that 
he tells the students he teaches, words to live 
by: "Don't just play the music, but perform it". 
This philosophy shows true whenever Cossetta is 
performing, all you have to do is attend one of the many con­
certs and see for yourself. They are free to ail who wish to attend and 
the members have been working really hard all semester. Hope to see 
you there! 
By Betsy Baldridge 
Student Spotlight: Art 
Mandie Goneau 
Mandie Goneau is a junior, majoring in 
Art Design and minoring in Art History. 
She found her love for art whea she 
was only four years old and she dis­
covered that coloring books were not her 
style. She wanted to draw real pictures 
of her own. She believes her passion 
for art was brought on because of her 
love for arts and crafts. She engaged 
in higher level styles of art when she 
was nine years old. She started taking 
lessons in painting and drawing. 
For the past two years, Goneau has 
been a member of the Student Juried 
shows. She previously had a piece in the graphic design show in the 
art gallery. She loves being around art so much that she works as 
an assistant in the art gallery by helping design and setup the shows. 
Concordia has opened Goneau's eyes to helf) see her passion 
for art history. Since she is a history buff, art history was found to 
be an important part of her career choice in design. Goneau believes 
that every art and design class she has taken at Concordia will be 
beneficial in the future. The classes that she finds the most enjoyment 
in are the art history classes. 
Goneau doesn't have a specific type of art that she finds most 
enjoying. The primary kind of art she does is painting, but she takes 
advantage of her skills in everything else. She enjoys sculpting with 
found objects like glass, wood, cardboard and wire. She likes to show 
the more creative side of herself through tier art. This year, Goneau 
experienced screen printing for the first time. She was introduced to 
it in high school, but she really took a dive into it at Concordia. 
Goneau feels comfortable trying new techniques because she enjoys 
learning new ways to be creative through art. 
Goneau is not involved in any art programs outside of Con­
cordia, but she considers herself to be a commissioned artist and 
crafter. She distributes her own arts and crafts to family and friends by 
requests. She enjoys doing this over the summer because of the free 
time that she has. Goneau enjoys giving hand-crafted pieces as gifts 
because she finds them more meaningful. She has done paintings, 
glass works, sculptures, crocheted scarves, homemade jewelry and 
picture frames. She has even done a couple of pieces of furniture. 
After Concordia, Goneau wants to become an architectural de­
signer, specifically in ecological and environmentally sustainable design. 
She hopes to have an internship in that certain field so she can 
really put a grasp on what it's like to be an architectural designer. 
She plans on getting a Masters in Design and possibly Fine Arts. 
She has a love for art history, so she would find it beneficial to get 
a Ph.D. in Art History. Goneau hopes to one day be a curator in 
a gallery or art museum. Mandie Goneau has found Concordia's art 
program helpful in helping her meet the goals she has put in place 
for her future. 
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The Master Butcher's Singing Club 
By Tara Rupiper 
The Master Butcher^s Singing Club, 
written by Louise Erdrich, is a national best­
seller as well as a National Book Award 
Finalist. She is also the author of eleven 
other novels, such as Love Medicine. Er­
drich lives in Minnesota and owns a small 
bookstore, Birchbark Books, in Minneapolis. 
The Master Butcher^s Singing Club fol­
lows the story of Fidelis Waldvogel, a surviving 
soldier from World War I, who retums to a 
small German village. There, he marries his 
best friend's wife because his friend was killed 
in action. He eventually leaves for the United 
States to make a better living for his family. 
Fidelis becomes a business man as 
well as an advocate for the men's sing­
ing club, which stars the best voices in 
town. The novel also follows Delphine 
Watzka, a young woman who loves 
to perform on stage and eventually 
joins the circus. Delphine's life eventu­
ally collides with Fidelis and his fam­
ily. From the moment that Fidelis and 
Delphine first meet, everything changes. 
"J was rather surprised at how wonder­
ful this book was - not that I had 
my doubts of course I I thought this 
novel was beautifully written and very 
artistic. I loved the way the charac­
ter's lives were intertwined together 
throughout the entire novel. I really 
felt an intimate closeness to a lot of 
the characters. I also felt that her 
characters were very honest and real. 
Student Spotlight; Theatre 
Scott Tolzmann 
By Betsy Baldridge 
Junior Scott Tolzmann is this month's theatre student spotlight. 
Tolzmann started" getting involved in acting since he could walk. He 
started getting serious with acting when he was a freshman in high 
school where he acted in the production of Disney^s Beauty 
and the Beast. Ever since that production he became 
extremely active in the theatre and music depart­
ments in high school. The passion that he has 
for music and theatre has followed him every 
step of the road and it makes him who he 
is today. 
Tolzmann was introduced to theatre 
by his dad who took him to numerous 
shows when he was younger. Tolzmann 
was interested in silent movies and 
found it astounding that the performers 
could bring on emotion without using 
words. Since watching those movies, 
Tolzmann realized that acting would be 
an interest to him and he decided to 
audition for the school musical. Since 
that one production of Beauty and the 
Beast, Tolzmann has been appearing in 
every high school theatrical production 
that he could. 
Tolzmann has been seen in four 
shows here at Concordia. He played Abra­
ham Van Helsing in Dracula as well as Ber­
nard Nightengale.'in Arcadia. He had the role of 
Charles the Great in Pippin, Clement Musgrove in 
The Robber Bridegroom and Rassaneur in Germinal. 
Tolzmann will be performing a scene from La Traviata with 
the Opera Workshop in May. 
Tolzmann would love if Concordia would put on a production 
of Les Miserables or Shrek: The Musical. Tolzmann participated in the 
production of Les Mis at his high school and he would love another 
chance to perform it. Tolzmann states that, "Les Mis is an extraor­
dinary show with a powerful message of forgiveness and 
redemption." He believes that a production of Les Mis 
at Concordia would be a very powerful performance. 
He also wants to see Shrek: The Musical be­
cause it's such a funny show and it follows the 
plot of the first movie. Tolzmann states that 
he's biased for these shows because they 
both have strong tenor roles. 
Tolzmann's favorite paii;^ about the 
theatre program at Cond^a is the 
people. He believes that it's such a 
strong group of people because of the 
diverse backgrounds of acting. Another 
fact that makes the Theatre Depart­
ment strong is the talented professors. 
[ Tolzmann has gotten a lot out of the 
program because of the insights that 
the professors have given him. 
Tolzmann isn't involved in Theatre 
outside of Concordia as much as he'd 
like to be. He was able to assist summer 
drama workshops and he was able to build 
ties with the community education department 
in his hometown. After college, Tolzmann hopes 
to audition at the Twin Cities Unified Theater 
Auditions that Concordia hosts. He would also love 
to audition for the Minnesota Opera Company. It's safe 
to say that Tolzmann sees Theatre as a major role in his 
life and we should expect to see more of his performances around 
Concordia's campus as well as outside of Concordia. 
^arts and variety 
Interview With Beautiful Creatures Cast 
By: Hayley Bahemann 
Thomas Mann and Zoey Dutch 
"Young adult/juvenile fiction." if I say these words what type oS 
reaction do they evoke? It could be one of three reactions: "^^al is 
that?" "those books are for children," or "I love those books!" Most 
college age students fall into the latter two categories, whether ttiey wartt 
to admit it or not. According to thefreedictionary.cpm: "Young adult ficticHi 
(often abbreviated as YA fiction) is fiction written for, published for, or 
marketed to adolescents, roughly ages 12 to 18." 
Premiere examples of young adult fiction novels are: The Hung^ 
Games, Harry Potter, Twilight, The House of the Scorpion, Uglies, and 
other books of the sort. A new book series that has come out is called 
Beautiful Creatures and it is written by Kami Garcia and Margaret Stohl. 
This story is about a sixteen year old boy named Ethan Wate 
who has grown up in Gatlin County, SC his whole life. He is tired of the 
small town life with its pettiness and judgmental attitude and he cannot 
wait until he gets to college and can finally leave. He spends his time 
reading and plotting all the places he wants to go, until he meets a 
new girl named Lena Duchannes, the niece of the town reduse, Macon 
Ravenwood. He falls in love with her and finds out that she is a Caster, 
which means that she can cast spells. 
Beautiful Creatures, like many other young adult novels before it, 
is being made into a movie. On Jan. 21, two of the actors fincwn the 
upcoming movie participated in a round table interview promoting tiie 
and they invited The Sword to t)e a part of it. Thomas Mann plays tf»e 
t)est frie^nd of Ethan, whose mom, played by Emma Thompson, is the 
leader of the campaign against Lena. Zoey Dirtch plays En%, ooe of 
the popular girls in Gatiin who is a part of the anti-Lena group. 
Both Mann and Dutch had read the book and, when asked what tfiey 
thought of it Dutch said "I think it's a really interesting, intelligently toW 
funny story, and I think it's unique to its audience, the young axkM au­
dience that is. And I think people are going to be really excited about 
it, and excited that it stays to true to the core of the story." Mann 
explained that he enjoyed "how human the characters are, they all have 
different fiaws and different quirks and none of them, even Etiian isi't 
the perfect leading man character . . . which is ni(», it makes for more 
interesting story telling." 
When asked how they were similar to their diarac^^ Mann 
jokingly' stSted that they shared the same (x>mic sense of humcM', but 
then continued by explaining the relationship between Link and the main 
character Ethan is a really loyal and fun-loving friend who "is a good 
balance for Ethan." Mann likes to believe that he does ncM take thin^^ 
too seriously and that he is loyal to his friends. 
Dutdi had a "personal challenge... [in] finding a way not to 
judge her, and the way to do that for me for was to tiy to understand 
hw and sympathize with her and relate to her. And it broke down to 
[flie fad thatJ she is a girl with a broken heart and doesn't have the 
j^t tools to deal with it." Her character had a "vivacious personality, 
awid , . - tell-it- how-it-is attitude," Dutch described. 
Throughout the interview Mann and Dutch were joking around and 
il was ctear to see that they had become friends throughout the filming 
pfocess. They talked about many fun adventures on set and off, such as 
going on an aHigator tour when they were in the south where they had 
a tour guide who was friends with a hundred year old alligator named 
\^cld and ttiey got trapped in the bog. 
As Dutc^ reiterated throughout the interview, the movie stays true 
to Ihe c(MB the story and tells the tale through a new perspective. If 
ywj young adult fiction, whether you want to admit it or not, or 
even B you dcMi't, you should check out Mann and Dutch in the movie 
BemMM Creatures, premiering Feb. 14. 
Theatre Department's New Play; Germinal 
By Sam Wressell 
Come join the fun I Sit back and watch a stunning gives Etienne pamphlets that explain worker rights. Etienne 
theatrical performance of Germinal, brought to you by starts giving out these pamphlets, which starts an 
Concordia University s Theatre Department. This play uproar throughout the coal mining community as the play 
is derived from a novel written by Emile Zola which ^ progresses. 
takes place in tiie Voreoux mines of France. The ^7 Germinal runs Feb. 14, 15, 16, at 7:30 pm. 
miners are poverty stricken and have been under ^ T There is also a matinee on Feb. 17 at 2pm. Tickets 
harsh working conditions enforced by ttie Hennebeau V "^SPstaff, faculty, se-
family. A Russian anarchist named Souverine enters citizens, and children under 12. CSP students get 
the town and stirs up trouble with the local miners, but in free. The play will be performed at the E.M Pearson 
befriends the protagonist coal miner, Etienne. Souvarine * theatre. Enjoy the show I! 
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Warm Bodies Movie Review 
Zombie Boyfriends, The New Trend 
By Lauren Erath 
Prepare for an epidemic. A new virus is spreading, thanks to 
the charming corpse, R (Nicholas Hoult). After rescuing Julie (Te­
resa Palmer) from his undead comrades, R takes her to his home, a 
zombie-infested airport. Hidden in his airplane-apartment, Julie (a blond 
Bella) is infected with romance by R's loving heart, bright blue eyes, 
and beyond-the-grave-pale skin. Meanwhile, R's love for Julie helps 
him regain his humanity. So what if he ate Julie's boyfriend? 
I grant Warm Bodies half a Sword for Cinematic Quality. Although 
the movie's contrast of dark and light colors is effective, the anima­
tion for the reaper-like skeletons (Bonies) feels incomplete. Also, the 
soundtrack is limited to when characters play music on a radio or record 
player. This seems clever at first, but becomes annoying after the fourth 
time. 
For Engagement, I also give the movie half a Sword. The film's 
idea is very original and creative, but the storyline shuffles slower than 
the zombies. This causes Warm Bodies to feel like it exceeds two hours 
when it is half an hour shorter. Even so, the feature was very humorous 
and sweet, which warrants half a Sword once combined with its unique 
outlook. 
Because the acting is believable, but not impressive, the film 
earns half a Sword for Acting. Nicholas Hoult does a great job of being 
an awkward zombie, but he doesn't express R's slow process of not 
seeing Julie as food. He falls for her immediately, which is some-what 
plausible, but his instant diet change is unlikely. As for Julie, she barely 
grieves the loss of her former boyfriend. Also, her multiple flip-flops 
between solid courage and terror make her character inconsistent. Even 
so, she does a great job of representing hope and life amongst despair. 
Warm Bodies receives half a Sword for Plot. Although it has an 
unparalleled perspective, the movie keeps to a typical and foreseeable 
plotline. Yet, it has an insightful message: people are not beyond sav­
ing. This unifies the screen play and gives viewers more to bring home 
than ideas for a new boyfriend. 
For Overall Performance, once again, I award the film half a 
Sword. The movie's aspects combine well to create a touching yet hu­
morous story with a meaningful message. However, it lacks style that 
sets it apart from other fantastical romances. 
With 2 V2 Swords out of five. Warm Bodies is a contagious 
romance replacing vampire-boyfriends with zombies. 
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So You Want To Study Abroad? 
CSP Student Spending Eight Months In I taly 
By Amanda Och 
First things first: if 
you are considering or 
even speculating studying 
abroad, than you need 
to go visit the Commu­
nity Action, Leadership, 
and Learning (CALL) 
Center, which is located 
in Luther Hall 113. The 
CALL Center can explain 
all of your study abroad 
options. Concordia of­
fers a wide range of 
options, from two-week 
long faculty-lead trips, 
to service learning trips, to semesters in another country. The CALL 
Center is the best resource for more specific information and they are 
willing to help you develop a program that meets your needs. 
I am currently living in Tradate, Italy - a small town outside of 
Milan - working as an au pair and taking classes online through Con­
cordia. Therefore, my needs did not really fit into any of the programs 
offered, but the CALL Center was there to support me the entire time. 
Many students say they cannot afford to study abroad, but there are 
scholarships and ;'loans available to students who would like to study 
abroad, so don't completely discount the idea until you look into it fur­
ther ! Even if you have no idea what you would like to do, where you 
would like to go, or if you even want to study abroad I suggest stopping 
in to see Kelly Matthias or Courtney BaN in the CALL Center. 
The biggest piece of advice I can give you about studying abroad 
is to give yourself time to plan. I made the mistake of deciding I 
wanted to live in Italy for eight months only two months before I left. 
Therefore, I only had two months to make all of the arrangements, try 
to get a visa - this may require a trip to the nearest consulate, which 
may not be in Minnesota, re-register for classes, pack, and deal with 
finals and the holidays. 
But why should you study abroad? The best part.studying 
abroad, in my opinion, is the fact that you can experience a""completely 
different culture - language, food, and way of living. But aside from 
these obvious reasons for studying abroad, studying abroad has many 
long-term effects that many people don't consider. The greatest benefit 
of studying abroad is the affect that it has one you as an individual. 
By thrusting into this experience, one quickly learns to be very self-
reliant and independent. A student in a foreign country also learns to 
appreciate not only the culture they are experiencing, but also their own 
in a new light. I have already found myself to be much more reflec­
tive about aspects of American culture that I .never even thought about 
before (like how amazing it is to have a summer barbeque of hot dogs 
and hamburgers or having access to Pandora! ). In addition, studying 
abroad includes increases in the value of one's education as well as 
increases one's candidacy while searching for jobs. 
Even if you think you cannot study abroad because of your 
schedule, financial reasons, or other commitments, at least look into it. 
Trust me, I did not envision myself living in Italy back in October, but 
here I am today. I have only been in Italy since Jan. 1, but I can 
already tell you it has been one of the best experiences of my iife, and 
I appreciate all the time I put into preparing for it. 
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Cafe Latte Food Review 
By Meredith Wagner 
Cafe Latte is a bustling three-in-one 
restaurant with extensive menus, unique service, 
and a reasonable price tag attached to top it 
off. Located on the comer of Victoria and Grand 
Avenue, the cafe is approximately six minutes 
of driving away from Concordia. The three-in-
one idea breaks down into a pizza-serving wine 
bar, a gourmet cafeteria, and an excellent and 
unique bakery. Diners entering this peculiar es­
tablishment can expect speedy service, reason­
able prices, and an altogether altemative eating 
experience. 
The Bonfire wine bar Is filled with dark 
wood and leather fumishings, where dim lighting 
filtering though large stained glass shades cre­
ates a cozy atmosphere. It is an ideal place for dates or small groups of 
friends. The pizza there is baked to a perfect crisp and can be topped 
with a wide variety of fresh vegetables, meats and sauces. A somewhat 
limited menu of salads is also available for the healthy types. The pizzas 
range from about eight to eleven dollars for a single or double serving, 
depending on who you are sharing with. Salads are around seven dollars, 
depending on the topping choice. 
The environment of the cafe is much different than that of the bar. 
The lower level of the cafe is bright and bustling, with a low hum and 
various clanks coming from the kitchen and the buzz of people talking. 
There is a big carpeted set of stairs going up 
to the second floor, which is all seating, and 
has some nice views of the Grand. Anyhow, 
the first order of business upon getting in line 
is grabbing a tray, and deciding what you are 
hungry for. Daily, they have about three different 
types of cold pasta salad, and create your own 
vegetable salad, five or six types of incredible 
soups, and a wide variety of delicious spreads. 
Patient servers wait behind the counter to dish 
up one's food of choice, and then hand it over 
the short glass pane onto your tray. It averages 
about five to eight dollars for a heaping plate of 
one these choices. After the first trip through the 
Pboto Taken fivm wwwcHrtmrram cafe line, it may not seem like there is enough 
food to fill up, but almost all of the entrees include bread and some 
sort of accompanying vegetable, so think twice before getting more. 
The bakery is pretty much the best part of the three in one 
restaurant deal. They have cakes for sale whole or by the slice. They 
are a bit spendy, it is definitely worth it. Slices are around three to six 
dollars, while whole cakes are twenty to almost forty dollars. There are 
cakes, tortes, tarts and cupcakes available, and all of them are delicious. 
Their famous turtle cake is three layers of moist chocolate cake topped 
with chocolate, caramel and pecans. The slices are enormous and best 
taken in with fresh cold drinks or gourmet coffee's available at the caf6. 
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